[Nephrotoxic action of cadmium].
Functional state of kidney in persons exposed to cadmium (Cd) is estimated mostly by determination of low molecular proteins in urine (beta 2MG, RBP) they are sensitive but not specific indicators of Cd exposure effects. The usefulness of a new indicator of renal functional disorders which is similar to metallothionein was studied. The test involved the determination of the urinary excretion of cadmium bound to low molecular specific protein. It was assessed in population exposed to cadmium in industry (high cadmium concentration) and in population limited to the conditions of residential area (low cadmium concentrations). It was found, that CdBP excretion in urine was higher in a group of persons exposed to cadmium with renal dysfunction (regardless of level of exposure). This was closely correlated with beta 2MG and levels in urine. People with renal dysfunction,-unexposed to cadmium have not excreted any CdBP in urine.